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1.0 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
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2.2 GREENGAGE COMPETENCIES 
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2.3 BACKGROUND 

City of London 

The New Local Plan 



   

   

Biodiversity in Urban Areas 

BNG in Urban Areas 





  

    

     

   

 

 

3.0 LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

3.1 NATIONAL BNG LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

3.2 REGIONAL BNG AND URBAN GREENING POLICY 

The London Plan9 



  

 

 

 

     

   

     

Urban Greening 

3.3 LOCAL BIODIVERSITY & GREENING POLICIES AND STRATEGY 

Current City of London Local Plan4 

Policy CS9: Thames and the riverside 



       

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy DM 10.2 Design of green roofs and walls 

Policy DM 10.3 Roof gardens and terraces 
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Policy DM 10.4 Environmental enhancement 
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Policy CS15: Sustainable development and climate change 

Policy DM 18.2 Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 

Policy CS19: Open Spaces and Recreation 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

Policy DM 19.1 Additional Open Space 
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Policy DM 19.2 Biodiversity and urban greening 
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City Plan 



    

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

Strategic Policy S8: Design 

Form and Layout 

Experience 

Policy DE3: Public Realm 
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Policy S14: Open Spaces and Green Infrastructure 
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Policy OS3: Biodiversity 
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"Policy OS2: City Greening 
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Local UGF 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Other emerging policies 

City of London BAP15 
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City of London Riverside Strategy16 



  

   

 

4.0 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 BIODIVERSITY METRIC 

Small Sites Metric 
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4.2 SITE SELECTION 
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4.3 SITE ASSESSMENTS 

4.4 MAXIMISED SCENARIO ASSESSMENTS 
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4.5 ANALYSIS 

Standardisation 

[𝐵𝑈 ÷ 𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝑜𝑓𝑎𝑝𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒 (ℎ𝑎) = 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎] 

[𝐴𝑟𝑒𝑎 𝑜𝑓 𝑎𝑝𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒 (ℎ𝑎) 𝑋 𝑡𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎 = 𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝐵𝑈 𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑡𝑜 𝑚𝑒𝑒𝑡 𝑡𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐵𝑈/ 
ℎ𝑎] 

[𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑒𝑑 𝐵𝑈 − 𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝐵𝑈 𝑟𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑡𝑜 𝑚𝑒𝑒𝑡 𝑡𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎 
= ±𝐵𝑈 𝑡𝑜 𝑎𝑐ℎ𝑖𝑒𝑣𝑒 𝑡𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑡 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎] 



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Comparison 

• 

• 
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• 

BNG v UGF 

4.6 LIMITIATIONS 





  

   

 

    

 

 

 

5.0 RESULTS 

5.1 SITE SELECTION 

'De minimis' 

5.2 BIODIVERSITY UNITS AND UNITS/HA 

Baseline 

Proposed 

Maximised 



   

 

       

 
    

 

      

Case Study: 100 New Bridge Street 

Baseline 

Broad Habitat Habitat Type Area (ha) Distinctiveness Condition BU 

BU/ha 
[0.05 (𝐵𝑈) ÷ 0.2763 (ℎ𝑎) = 0.18 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎] 

Proposed 

Broad Habitat Habitat Type Area (ha) Distinctiveness Condition BU 



 
    

BU/ha 
[0.35 (𝐵𝑈) ÷ 0.2763 (ℎ𝑎) = 1.27 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎 



 

      

 
    

Maximised 

Broad Habitat Habitat Type Area (ha) Distinctiveness Condition BU 

BU/ha 
[1.07 (𝐵𝑈) ÷ 0.2763 (ℎ𝑎) = 3.87 𝐵𝑈/ℎ𝑎] 





 

  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Application 
type 

Number 
of sites 

Mean 
Baseline 
BU/ha 
(IQR) 

Mean 
Proposed 
BU/ha 
(IQR) 

Mean 
Proposed % 
Change 
(IQR) 

Mean 
Maximised 
BU/ha 
(IQR) 

Mean 
maximised % 
Change (IQR) 

Proposed BU/ha 

Proposed % Change 



 

  

   

    

Maximised 

Maximised % Change 

5.3 ZERO BASELINE SITES 

5.4 BNG V UGF 
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7.0 OFF-SITE HABITAT PROVISION 

• 

• 

• 

7.1 WITHIN THE SQUARE MILE 

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) 
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Site Name Tier Citation 





   

 

 

Existing Open Spaces 

Streets 



     

 

7.2 WITHIN WIDER CORPORATION OWNERSHIP 

'Up-stream'7 



 

 

Other 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy 



   

    

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

   

   

 

 

 

8.0 CITY OF LONDON NEW BNG POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

8.1 PROCESS FOR ASSESSING BNG 

Submitted with a planning application 

• 

• 

Upon approval prior to works commencing: 

• 

Prepared as a condition of planning or post-planning: 

• 

8.2 PROPOSED POLICY WORDING 

Core Strategic Policy CSXX: Biodiversity Net Gain 



 



  9.0 CONCLUSION 



   APPENDIX A APPLICATION SITE DISTRIBUTION 



City of London Authority Boundary 

Application Boundaries 



APPENDIX B GOOD URBAN BIODIVERSITY DESIGN 

Feature No. Feature Description 
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APPENDIX C FULL SITE LIST 

Application 
Reference 

Address Ward Development 
Type 

Scoped 
In (Y/N) 
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